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Marr. XXV. 40, 


J. erily I jay unto you, inaſmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the leaſt 
of theſe my Brethren, ye have. 


done it unto me. 


T 


HE manner in which the Divine 
Word ſometimes ſpake of himſelf, 
when he was made Fleſh and dwelt 
mg us, as well as the Subjects on which 
he diſcourſed, clearly intimate that he de- 


ſerved and expected Eſteem and Veneration 


under all the Diſadvantages of his preſent 


Appearance : And if any Subject Was likely | 


to ſecure him the Reverence and Attention 
of his Hearers, and turn off their Minds 
from worldly Objects, Cares, and Views, it 
muſt be this tremendous one, of which my 


Text is a part, vis. the Day of Judgment 


called the Day of the Lord, and that Days, 


1 Theff.v. 2. 2 Tim. i. 12, aid 18. i 
28 A 2 becauſe 


\\ 


* 


| 
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becauſe there never was, or can be ſuch an- 


Paſſages may poſſibly refer to Judgments to 
be «dex 0 the Jewiſh Nation, the 
Words and Circuniſtances here mentioned, 
can be properly underſtood of nothing but 
the laſt and final Judgment, which 1mpor- 
tant Scene will open, and proceed in the fol- 
lowing manner, When the Son of Man ſhall 
come in his Glory, and all the holy Angels 
with him, then ſhall he fit upon the Fhrone of 
his Glory. And 72 7 him ſhall be gathered 
all Nations; and be ſhall ſeparate them one 


from another, as a Shepherd divideth his 


Sheep from the Goats. And he ſhall ſet the 
Sheep on his Right Hand, but the Goats on 
the Left. Then ſhall the King ſay unto them 
on his Right Hand, Came ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 


from the, Foundation of the World, For I 


was an hungred, .and ye gave me Meat: 1 


uus thirſty, and ye gave me Drink : I was 


a Stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and 


ye.cloathed me: I was Sick, and ye viſited 


me: 1 was in Priſon, and ye came unto me. 


Then ſhall the Righteous anſwer him, ſaying, 


Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed 
thee? or thirſty, and gave thee Drink? 


When Jaw we thee a Stranger, and took 
thee in? or Naked, and clathed thee? Or 
when ſaw we thee Sick, or in Priſon, and 

E cas. 


be Abbes of — 5 


came unto thee? And the King ſhall an- 
ani ſay: unto them, Verily, 1 ſay unto 
you, inaſmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the l, We en JE 
it ane me . 

In this Account we may obſerve, The 
Perſon who ſhall come: to judge 


the World hath a natural Right to govern 


and judge it; but he being inviſible, hath 


ordained that this Work ſhall be 
tranſacted by a viſible 1 who being 


the Son of God fitly repreſents him, and 


will fully diſcharge this Truſt; and being 


the Son of Man, fitly judges Mig con 
this 


ally for things done in the Body 


Father 


he is the Sen of Man, John v. 22—27. : 
His Appearance upon 


bim, aud ſhall fit upon the Tivone of bis 
ST bis Heowor l Gleis Chile the 


Reward of his Humiliation, and . — | 


as an Office merited by his Obedience, 


conferred upon him on acceunt n 


* Matt. xxv. 31 n 
7 oy Dr. Bates of Eternal Nun, | 
Death, 


Pr = Ce _s — — 
— * — Mi WH — — — — — 


the World 
is the Son, of Man. God the Creator of 


viſible World ; hence we tha that be 

judgeth no Man, but hath committed 
all Judgment unto the Som; and hath given 
him Authority to execute Judgment, becauſe 


this Occafion will 
be fplendid and illuſtrious : He fall came 
in his Glory, and all the holy Angels with - 
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Death. For to this end Chriſt, both died, 

and 77 and revived, that he might be 

Lord both of the dead and living. It ſoon 
follows, For we all ſtand before the 
Judgment Seat of Chrift : For it is written, 
as I live, faith the Lord, every Knee ſhall 
bow to me, and every Tongue confeſs to God, 
i. e. ſhall ſtoop to my Dominion, and own 
my Sovereignty moſt fully and perfectly at 
the Day of Judgment. The ſame Apoſtle 
ſays, that Chriſt being in the form of God, 
took upon him the form of a Servant, and 
humbled himſelf, and became obedient to the 
Death of the Croſs, wherefore, i. e. for 
which reaſon, or on account of which 

marvellous Condeſcenſion, God alſo hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a Name 
above every Name ; that at the Name of Fe- 
ſus every Knee ſhall bow, of things in Hea- 
ven, on Earth, and under the Earth, i. e. 
Angels, * — ol Infernal Spirits, and 
that ev ongue confeſs, that Feſus 
Chriſt r to the G a 6, 5 
Father ＋. 

The Scriptures farther inform us, that 
the Angels of God will attend the Media- 
tor's coming to judgment, for Service as 
well as State, and as Miniſters and Witneſ- 
ſes upon this Occaſion, as well as an illuſ- 


® Rom. xiv. 9, 10, 11. 
+ Phil. ii. 6, 8, 10, 11. 


trious 
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trious Retinue, to do all becoming honour, 
and pay all due adoration to this glorious 
Perſon . But as we are not told what he 
Throne of his Glory is, it may be as well, if 
we do not overmuch employ our Imagina- 
tion about it; foraſmuch as we may be ſure, 
that all the Splendor and Magnificence with 
which we are acquainted, will fall infinite- 
ly ſhort of the radiancy of that Throne, 
on which the majeſtick and triumphant 
Mediator will fit, when he performs the 
moſt glorious and conſummate Act of his 
Regal Office; and when his Government 
| have its compleat and final Iſſue in the 
Judgment of the Great Day. | 
The final Judgment will be General and 
Impartial. General ; for before him ſhall 
be gathered all Nations , 1. e. all People 
of every Age and Place, from the neareſt 
to the moſt diſtant Parts of the Earth ;: for 
we muſt all appear before the Judgment Seat 
of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 
Things done in his Body, according to that 
be hath done, whether it be Good or Bad 4. 
Impartial. He ſhall ſeparate them one from 
another, as a Shepherd divideth his Sheep 
from the Goats ||. And wherein will this 
Separation and Diſtinction confiſt ? Will the 
wiſe and wealthy, and learned and noble 


be ſet on the Right Hand: And the poor, 


* See Matt. xiii. 39, 41. Mark xiii. 26, 27. 
+ Matt. xxv. 32. 4 2 Cor. v. 10, | Matt. * 
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the unlearned and ignoble be placed on the 
Left? No: For of a truth God is no re- 
ſpeer of Perſons ; but in Nation be 
that feareth him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
is accepted with him. This is the grand 
and ſingle Diſtinction, the righteous Judge 
of the World will make between the In- 
Habitants of it, in this important Day; they 
who appear to his unerring Mind rigbteous, 
ſhall be ſet on the Right Hand for Honour 
and Felicity; the wicked on his Left ap- 
Pointed to Shame and Miſery. | n 
hben ſhall the King ſay to them on his 
Right Hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you before 
the Foundation of the World +. He begins 
with the righteous to prevent their Fears; 
and prepare them to be Aſſeſſors with him 
in the Judgment of the wicked World. 
Do ye not know that the Saints ſhall judge 
the World? Know ye not that we ſhall judge 
Angels 7? i. e. in company with Chriſt 
pronounce Sentence upon evil Spirits, as 
well as upon wicked Men. The fame A- 
poſtle in his Account of Chriſt's coming to 
Judgment tells us, that after his Deſcent, 
and the Summons of the vaſt Aſſembly to 
the Grand Tribunal, the dead in Chriſt ſhall 
riſe firſt ||, i. e. all the Bodies of thoſe pious 
People that ever were in the World ſhall 


„ + Matt. xxv. 34. 
1 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. | 1 Theſſ. iv. 17. 


hu ſt 
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firft riſe out of their Graves to receive the 
—_— intended, and be ready for the Ser- 
to them. 

[may nx ay t open bebe Con 
tents of the tranſporting Sentence, which 
the Judge will pronounce upon them on his 
Right Hand, illuſtrate the Honour and Fe- 
lick it ſuppoſes and implies, and remind 
ths mi Effect it will then, and 
ſhould now have upon the Servants of 
Chriſt; but I hope you will take it with 
you into your next Retirement, ſuffer it to 
ingage your Attention, and not diſmiſs it 
from your e till you feel ſome- 
what of the fi GY Love and Grace con. 
tained in it. 

Nor will the Time to which Ia am limi- 


2 ted, ſuffer me to conſider the aſſigned Rea- 


ſon of this Sentence; which is not the ſin- 
gular Wiſdom, fervent Zeal, exemplary 
Patience, and fi — tage of the Righ- 
teous, it is not ned Faith, glo; 

rious Hope — jence, and 2 
ſtant . to God's Approbation, and the 
Judgment of Conſcience; theſe being abſo- 
lutely eſſential to the Chriſtian Character, 
or very ornamental to it, muſt needs be of 
eminent Conſideration, no doubt, in the 
Day of Judgment ; but the T ping fixed 
upon is Charity and Mercy ; For I was an 
hungred, and ye gave me Meat ; thirſty, and 


ye eue me Drink; a Stranger and ye took 
B me 
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me in; Naked, and ye clothed me; I was 
Sick and ye viſited me; I was in Priſon, 
and ye came unto me. To this the Righ- 
teous (as well they might) humbly and mo- 
deſtly except, ſaying, Lord we remember 
no ſuch Services, nor Opportunity of doing 
them; had there been Occaſion, it is to be 
hoped Gratitude would have induced us to 
the moſt generous Aſſiſtance of ſo bleſſed a 
Perſon with the utmoſt Readineſs and Plea- 
ſure; but we not are able to recollect any 
Time when we could poſſibly do ourſelves 
this Honour. To this the Judge replies, 
by explaining the Matter thus; I. ſay unto 
you, inaſmuch as he have done it to one of 
the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done 
it unto me, q. d. You have not, indeed, 
had the Opportunity of ſhewing me this 
© Reſpect in my own Perſon, but you would 
© have done it if you had: I know the In- 
* tereſt I have in your Hearts, I ſee the ſa- 
* cred Fire that burns there, and theſe 
have felt the Effects of it for my fake ; 
* and now I render your ſecret Charity 
conſpicuous, I do you the Honours you 
have done me, and reward your Works 
* of Mercy to my Servants, with eternal 
Mercy to your own Souls.“ The Words 
thus introduced are a gracious Declaration 
of the ſpecial Reſpect our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


Matt. xxv. 35, 36. 


A 


will 
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will hereafter pay to that Compaſſion which 
1s now ſhewn to all, even the meaneſt and - 
moſt obſcure neceſſitous Chriſtians for his 
fake : But as he and his Apoſtles have like- 
wiſe declared, that believing in him is the 
true way to obtain the Favour of God and 
eternal Life; and clearly ſhewn that the 
Juſtification of a Sinner both immediately 
in this World, as well as ultimately and 
finally in the Day of Judgment is by Faith 
in him; it may be very fit for me to re- 
mind you here, that all Works of Rigb- 
teouſneſs, as well as Mercy, can become ac- 
ceptable to God, profitable to the Doers of 
them, and conſiderable in the Day of Judg- 
ment according to the Goſpel — 

no otherwiſe than as Effects of unfeigned 
Faith, and undiſſembled Love to the bleſſ- 
ed Redeemer. This being promiſed, I may 
now obſerve from this Text, theſe two Pro- 
poſitions. 


I. That Benevolence and Charity are the 
plain and expreſs Doctrine and Duty 
of Chriſtianity. 

II. That Acts of Charity done to neceſſi- 
tous and diſtreſſed 7 for 4 5 
ſake, are liarly pleaſing to 
and will per of we + Sar and 
publickly rewarded by him in the Day 


of Judgment, 
5 B 2 I. That 
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I. That Benevolence and Charity are the 
plain and expreſs Doctrine and Duty of 
Chriſtianity, By Benevolence, I underſtand 
a Good-will to all Mankind, or Love to our 
Fellow -Creatures, as Partakers with us of 
the ſame common Nature, Members of 
God's Uniyerſal Kingdom, and Fellow-Sub- 
jects to the one great Lord and Lawgiver of 
the Univerſe, to whom we owe and profeſs 
all poſſible Subjection and Obedience. 

By Charity, I do not now mean love on- 
ly, as that Word is commonly to be under- 
ſtood ; but releiving the Neceſſities of the 
Poor, and comforting them under any pre- 
{ent Affliction and Diſtreſs, according to our 
Ability and Opportunity. And by Chriſti 
anity, I mean that Religion which is taught 
us in the New Teſtament, by Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, where it may be ſeen, 
that Benevolence and Charity are recomend- 
ed by the greateſt Authority, inforced by 
the moſt perfect Example, urged by the 
moſt powerful Motives, and drawn out into 
the largeſt Extent. 

They are recommended by the greateſt 
Authority, If any preſume that the Light 
of Nature will teach reaſonable Creatures 
Love and Good- will one to another, and 
that the Offices of Kindneſs and Compaſ- 
hon, which the reſpective Circumſtances 
of Mankind require towards one another, 
may not improperly be called Humanity, 

. and 


the Motives of Ghriftianity. 173 
and conſidered as a Part of the Law writ- 
ten on Man's Heart, I will not oppoſe 
this; but neithet will 1 conclude from it, 

that -an expreſs Declaration of the great 

Lawgiver of the World upon this Head is 
needleſs foraſmuch as Nature's Light is 
much obſcured, and — un- 
happily miſtake, or perve refuſe to it. 

It is great Wiſdom and Gone — 
cauſe this to be written amongſt the reſt of 
his Laws to Mankind, and to be inforced and 
urged by his indiſputable Authority, That 
the Poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the Lana, 
therefore I command thee ſaying, thou ſhalt 
open thy Hand wide unto thy Brother, to 
thy Poor, and to thy Needy in the Land *. 
In like Manner the Author of our 1 
tells his Diſciples, that the Poor vue ſhall al- 

day regs +, that we are therefore 
to give to him that asReth us 7, ; and be mer- 
ciful, as our Father in Heaven is merci- 
fad || ; and has inſtructed his Apoſtles to ac- 
quaint all in general, not to forget to 4h 
good and to apr print] v4 fir with ich Sa- 
ertfices God is weil keafed ad 

the rich in — 2 to be rich in toad 
Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate ++. Theſe are amongſt the 
written Laws of Jeſus Chriſt, ny re- 


Deut. xv. 11. + Matt. xxvi. 11. 
f Matt. v. 42. || Luke vi. 3036. 
Hieb. xiii. 16. tt 1 Tim. vi. 17. 


quired 
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, quired by his Authority, and commanded 
in Obedience to his revealed Will. | 
They are inforced by the moſt perfect 
Example. If I were to mention any other 
in the preſent Caſe, beſides that of our 
Maſter, I ſhould remind you of the Father 
of the Faithful, whoſe Hoſpitality and Be- 
nevolence is conſidered as one great Ingre- 
dient in his Piety, as well as a conſpicuous 
Evidence of it, I ſhould likewiſe point to 
God's Servant Fob, who in the great Change 
of his Condition, comforted his afflicted Heart 
wit this ſalutary Reflection, 7 was Eyes #0 
the Blind, and Feet to the Lame, the Ble. 
ing of him that was ready to periſh came 
upon me; and I cauſed the Widow's Heart to 
ing for Foy *. (I ſhould take notice of 


that excellent Gentile Cornelius, whoſe Cha- 


racter is that of a devout Man, and one that 
feared God with all his Hoe which gave 
much Alms to the People, and prayed to God 
always +. But that Example which is in- 
ſtead of all, and alone ſufficient to influence 
Chriſtians, is that which was perfect and 
intire, wanting nothing, that of their Lord 
and Maſter, who was not chargeable with 
a fingle Miſcarriage, or the leaſt Defect 
in the whole of Life; and whoſe Benevo- 
lence and Charity in particular were ſo emi- 
nent and conſpicuous, that his whole Life 


Job xxix. 13—15. + AK. 2. 
in 
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in effect was but one continued Act of 
them; who went about doing good in ſuch 
a generous Manner, every where, to all 
Perſons, and upon all Occaſions, as amply 
to fulfil and even exceed his own Rules; 
and whoſe Grace and Goedneſs can be pro- 
perly celebrated, only by that heavenly Hoſt 
who praiſed God at his Birth, Ying, Glo 
to God in the higheſt, Peace on Earth, Good- 
will towards Men. 

They are urged by the moſt powerful 
Motives. I think one may venture to ſa 
that every imaginable Conſideration, likely 
to influence our Judgments or ſtrike our 
Paſſions, is ſuggeſted to us one where or 
other in Scripture, to excite theſe who be- 
lieve it, to Charity and Mercy. It is rea- 
ſonable to conſider the Poor as our Fellow- 
Creatures, and to pity and relieve their Ne- 
ceſſity, as the Workmanſhip of the ſame 
God, and Partakers of the fame common 
Nature ? this is a Scripture Motive to Cha- 
rity, The rich and the poor do meet together, 
the Lord is the Maker of them all x. He 
regardeth not the rich more than the poor, for 
they are all the Work of his Hands +. And 
God hath made all Men of one Blood de- 
rrved t, i. e. through ſeveral Channels, and 
ſtreaming forth from one common Foun- 
tain, into different Times and Places; and 


* Prov. xxii. 2. + Job xxxiv. 19. 
t AQts xvii. 26. 


therefore 
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therefore to be kind or cruel to our Fellow. 
Creatures, is repreſented as being ſo to 
ourſelves, Thus the Royal Preacher ob- 
ſerves, with a good deal of Elegance, as 
well as Truth, that the merciful Man doth 
good to his own Soul; but be that is cruel 
troubleth his own Fleſh *. | 
It is fit we conſider Riches and Po- 
verty as a providential Diſtinction, not fo 
much owing to ourſelves as to the great Diſ- 
poſer of all Things, and that it may hap- 
pen that the preſent Scene may be ſhifted ; 
and a little Time make an unex 
Change in the Fortunes and Affairs of Men; 
or whether it do or no, that we are to ac- 
commodate ourſelves to the Mind and Will 
of God, and acquit ourſelves according to 
our Character and Stations, carefully avoid- 
ing dangerous Extremes, on neither 
covetous nor profuſe, neither ſelfiſh nor 
prodigal, not graſping what we ought not 
to detain, -nor profuſely throwing away 
what we ought piouſly and charitably to 
diſperſe foraſmuch, as this is perverting that 
Equity which God hath eſtabliſhed in 
Things, and defeating the good Intentions 
of his Providence? this muſt ſurely be al- 
lowed to be good Reaſoning, and fo it 
ought, that it is no. where ſo well repre- 


ſented and effetually inculcated as in Scrip- 


* Prov. xi. 17, 


ture; 
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ture; which teaches us, that Promotion cu 
meth neither from the Eaſt, nor from -the 
Wt, nor from the South, but God is" the 
Fudge : be putteth down one and ſttteth 1 
another . * Labour not to be rich; 
ceaſe from thine' own Wiſdom, wilt thou 
hi Eyes upon that es) is nos; 7 
Riches certainly make themſelves Wings; and 
away ar an Eagle toward Heaven . 
curbs and checks Pride and Vanity of 
Mind, by that humbling Inquiry, 6 
maketh thee tv" di ffer from another; and what 
baſt' thou that thou didft not receive? now if 
thou didft receive it, why doſt thou glory as if 
thon had not received it ? And it recom- 
mends Tenderneſs, Compaſſion and Mercy, 
by ſuch affectionate Exhortations as thoſe, 
Let brotherly Love continue gam remember 
them that are in Bonds as bound with them; 
and them whith ſuffer Adverfity” as being 
yourſelves alſo in the Body, and ſo able” to 
the ſame Aditverſity' |}. It teaches this Doc 
trine by Examples of ſudden and ſurpriaing 
Change of Fortune and Condition, ſuch as- 
thoſe of Joh, and of the rich Man in the 
Goſpel, whoſe Soul was required” of him 
that very Night, after he had been form- 
ing Schemes of ſhameful Sloth and brutiſh 
Senſuality. It puts us in mind, that there 
are other Diſtinctions of a higher Nature, and 
* pfal, Iii. 7 1 Prov. Mill. 4, f. 
t 1 Cor. iv: 7. 1] Heb. xii. - 3. TE 
C much 


18 C Bari ty recommended upon 


much more important than thoſe of Rich 
and Poor; that Wiſdom and Goodneſs are 
by no means the conſtant Attendants of the 
Rich and the Noble, but the Poor in this 
World may be rich in Faith, and rich to- 
wards God; it intimates, that Poverty ra- 
ther diſpoſes Men to Sobriety, Induſtry, Pa- 
tience, Humility, Faith, Prayer, and Truſt 
in God; whereas Riches incline Men to 
Pride, Idleneſs, Senſuality, Luxury, and 
Neglect of God, and the things which tend 
to eternal Salvation. Our Lord found the 
Poor beſt diſpoſed to receive the Goſpel 
and enter into his Kingdom, and thought 
their State leſs dangerous than that of the 
Rich, who would be apt to truſt in Riches, 
bear themſelves too high in the World on 
account of them, run too great a Hazard to 
obtain. or ſecure them, and keep with no 
ſmall difficulty out of the two Extremes of 
Prodigality or Covetouſneſs ; on which ac- 
count he exhorts the Rich to Humility and 
Caution, as well as the Poor to Patience and 
Contentment, and directs both to lay not u 
a Treaſure on Earth but in Heaven, which 
would not be ſubject either to Violence, Cor- 
ruption, or Rapine. 

Is Benevolence agreeable to a good Mind ? 
Are Acts of Charity and Mercy grateful 
as Food, and do good like a Medicine? Is 
there a real, and a high and noble Plea- 
{ure in every ſuch Service as this? And does 

1 it 
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it yield a lovely Fruit to which the Covetous 
and Cruel are utter ſtrangers ? Have the 
Generous thoſe delightful Gratifications of 
which the Sordid can have no conception, 
and which are attended with a Purity and 
Dignity peculiar to their taſte? Why, the 
Scripture frequently and elegantly deſcribes 
this God-like Temper, and invites the Heart 
to receive this divine Satisfaction; thus our 
Lord ſays, it is more bleſſed to give than to 
receive *; the Pſalmiſt, Bleſſed is be that 
confidereth the Poor || ; and the royal Preacher. 
calls it, Doing good to one's own Soul F. 

Is Charity to the Poor an Evidence of our 
Gratitude to God, to whom we are under 
inexpreſſible Obligation ? Is it a proper Tri- 
bute of becoming Acknowledgment for his 
Liberality and Bounty to us? May our Good- 
neſs this way, and no other, extend unto 
him, from whom Streams of Bounty conti- 
e nually flow to us? Are the Rich the greateſt 
Debtors to Providence, and the moiſt obli- 
ged to the moſt large and affectionate Re- 
turns ? How finely is this Motive repreſent- 
ed in Scripture, and always mentioned with 
Honour? But if it fail, our Gratitude is ex- 
poſed as mere Pretence, in Words which 
ought never to be for — 4 But whoſo hath 


this World's good, an feeth his — have 
Ads xx. 35. | Pſalm xli, 1. 
T Prov. xi. 17. 1 


— need, 
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need, and ſputteth up his Bowels of Compaſſion 
from lum, how Gelb the Love of God in 
him * # 

The Reward attending this Service when 
rightly performed, and which is both ele- 
gantly Ecfcribed, and ſtrongly aſſured in 
Scripture, will be confidered under the ſe- 
cond Propoſition. 

They are drawn out into the largeſt Ex- 
tent. The Scripture reaſonably ſuppoſes, 
that ſpecial Obligations lie upon particular 
Perſons, in particular Circumſtances and 
Relations one to another, and ſtates and 
maintains this Claim accordingly. But this 
being done it requires us to exerciſe an un- 
confined and: boundleſs Benevolence; our 
Love ſhould ſtrive to be large as the Heart 
of our Father in Heaven, whoſe tender 
Mercies are over all his Worts; and ſoft and 
tender as the bleeding Compaſſions of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour, h gave himſelf a Ran- 
ſar for all, It ſhould reach to the Bodies, 
Souls, Lives, Eſtate, Reputation, and all 
the Concerns of Men; ; it muſt extend to all 
Men of all Nations, Characters and Diſpo- 
ſitions, not excepting Strangers, nor exclu- 
ding Enemies; and whether we receive from 
them Kindneſs or Injury. The Jews had 
not this Notion of Charity, and therefore 
our Lord, who was of that Nation, takes 


> 1 John iii. 17. 
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occafion to rectify their Miſtake, and ſhew 
them, that our Neighbour is our Fellow- 
creature; and to love 1 as ure 11 
take every opportunity of doing 
— | that he in like Ccumfanee ; 
ſhould do to us. 
The ſecondl Propoſition is this, 


II. That Acts af Charity done to neceſſi- 
tous and — min Chriſtians, for Chriſt's 
ſake, are pleaſing to him, and will be open 
ly — and publickly rewarded 
2 Day of Judgment. 

When I mention Charity to neceflitous 
Chriſtians, as pleaſing to Chriſt, I cannot be 
ſuppoſed to 1 it ſhould be confined 
to ſuch, and never extend to any who are 
not Chriſtians , eſpecially who may be thought 
by ſome not to deſerve that Character. I 
have already obſerved, that theubove of 
Mankind is very conſiſtent with particular 
Obligations, both Natural, Civil, and Reli- 
gious: And it is not ſurely a Reflection on 
our Rule, but rather a Mark of its Perfe- 
ction, that having firſt opened our Arms to 
embrace the whale human Race, it then 
reminds us of that ſpecial Regard we owe to 
our Fellow-chriſtians, who are a Communi- 
ty or Society united under the fame Head, 
and have one common Intereſt, and ſacred 


See Matt. xxii. 39. Mark xiii. 31. Luke x. 25. 
Bond 
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Bond of Friendſhp with one another. They 
were in the primitive Times called Saints, 
the houſhold of Faith, and the multitude of 
them that believed, and were then obſerved 
to be of one Heart and of one Soul ; and 
ſhould that Spirit revive- according to the 
Wiſhes and Prayers of Catholick Chriſtians, 
the Divine Love will again reign in our 
Hearts, our Charity will not riſe and fall 
according to our Opinions in little or diffi- 
cult Points, but we ſhall own and embrace 
all without diſtinction, whoſe Faith, Holi- 
neſs and Love, make them true Members 
of the Body of Chriſt, and exclude none 
who do not by unſupportable Tyranny, 
Pride and Perſecution, exclude themſelves, 
and cut aſunder the facred Bond of Union 
amongſt us. 

When ſome Chriſtians are ſuppoſed to be 
necefiitdus, Experience confirms this, and 
it 1s plain God never intended it ſhould be 
otherwiſe ; the Scripture preſſes upon Chriſ- 
tians a high Degree of ſincere and undiſ- 
ſembled Love to one another, and when 
they bear each others Burdens, they are ſaid 
to fulfill the Law of Chrift *; the primi- 
tive Chriſtians were directed to lay by ſome- 
what in Store, as God ſhould proſper them , 
in order to be ready to give it when Col- 
lections were made fer the Poor; and Chriſ- 


by Gal. vi. 2, + 1 Cor. xvi. 1,8. 
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tian Churches are to appoint proper Officers 
to inſpect and regulate this Service at ſtated 
Seaſons, and when extraordinary Occaſions 
happen, extraordinary Demands are to be 
made upon the Rich, by the Poor and by 
Jeſus Chriſt the common Lord and Head of 
all his People ; for it is a wrong Imagination 
that the Rich have a right to graſp and lay 
hold of every Thing, and that the preſſing 
Neceſſity and humble Requeſt of the Poor 
is no Demand upon their Conſcience, the 
Deſign of Providence is apparently other- 
wiſe, and the Scripture ſtates this Matter 
accordingly ; it conſiders the Poor as a Part 
of the Family for whom the Rich are to 
provide, they are for this Reaſon accounted 
Stewards and required to be faithful, they 
may neither hoard up nor embezzle their 
Maſter's Goods; they are under great Obli- 
gations te Providence, and ought to make 
proper Acknowledgments ; the Hunger and 
Thirſt, and Nakedneſs of the Poor, they 
ought to regard for the Honour of their 
Maſter, the Credit of their Religion, and 
the Comfort of their own Souls : Prudence 
may direct to the particular Objects and 
Occaſions ; but Juſtice and Conſcience re- 
uire that the Abundance of the Rich 
uld ſupply the Want of the Poor, and 
it is at their Peril who ſurfeit and ſwim in 
Plenty, while the diſtreſſed Servants of their 


common 
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common Lord and Maſter, pine away” and 
periſh for Want. 

You will allow me to obſerve that true 
Chriſtian Charity muſt be done for Chriſt's 
fake, i. e. as an Act of Duty and Affection 
to him, of Homage and Gratitude, with a 
ſpecial Regard to his Authority, and out of 
an ingenuous Senſe of his bleeding Com- 

fions and Love ; propoſing hereb 
2 do * who bas done 15 much 
honour to our Nature; pay reſpect to him 
who has in ſo ſingular Manner pitied our 
lapſed State; and beg leave to make a ham- 
ble Offering to that bleſſed Perſon, whoſe 
Dignity and Goodneſs ſo richly demand it of 
us; and whoſe Love we appear to remember 
and venerate, when for the Sake of this we 
caſt an Eye of Pity upon” poor Chriſtians, 
and reach ont our Hand for their Sup- 
port and Relief. Many Acts of Charity 
are done from wrong Motives, and upon 
falſe and miſtaken Grounds and Principles, 
which, how beneficial ſoever to the Receiver, 
will turn to no Account to the Giver-at all; 
if Pride and Oſtentation be the Motive, if 
Men give only, or chiefly, to gratify a vain- 
glorious Heart, to be ſeen of Men, and be- 
cauſe they ſcek Honour of them, and love 
their Praiſe more than' the Praiſe of God, 


mb admirably: repreſimted by the .cxcetlent; Di: 
Barrow, in his ever memorable Sermon upon the Subject 


of Charity. 


or 
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or a wretched hope of appealing God for a 
Life of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, by doing 
Charity at Death, it ſpoils it entirely be it 
ever ſo publick or coſtly ; and if it be done 
frequently in the courſe of Life, only from 
what ſome call Humanity, leaving” the 
Image of God and the Love of Chriſt quite 
out of the Account, it is ſurely very imperfect 
and defective, altho' it ſhould be large and 
generous; but if done to Chriſtians for 
Chriſt's ſake it will be a Sacrifice pleaſing 
to God, and equally ſo whether ſecret or 
open, and more or leſs, ſuppoling it bear 
a Proportion to our Ability, The Love of 
Chriſt will be as an Altar, which ſanctifies 
every Gift; and as a facred Perfume, which 
renders our Offering grateful. Chriſt ac- 
cepts ſuch Service as an Honour, and gives 
back the Credit and Comfort of it to him 
that does it; what you thus do, ſays the 
Maſter, to any of my Servants I eſteem 
done to myſelf; and how quick a Pleaſure 
does this Thought give to a benevolent 
Chriſtian! How does it ſoften and melt, 
open and enlarge his Heart! What Joy 
does he feel in being able to aſſiſt any of the 
Servants of that Maſter, whoſe Pity and 
Poverty is the great ground of his eternal 
Hope] What an obedient Ear does he yield 
to that Divine Addreis, For ye know the 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though 
he was Rich, yet for your Sakes he became 
| Poor, 
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Poor, that ye through his Poverty might be 
Rich *, How readily does he own this to 
be peculiar, diſtinguiſhing and juſtly cele- 
brated Grace, and preſently determine to 
baniſh ' Selfiſhneſs and Cruelty from his 
Heart; never treat neceſſitous Chriſtians for 
their Maſter's ſake with Contempt or Neg- 
le&, or look with a haughty Countenance 
or ſcornful Eye upon that Poverty, which is 
as it were dignified and ſanctified by the 
Saviour of the World, Ko 
That Charity done to Chriſtians for 
Chriſt's fake is pleaſing to him appears, for- 
aſmuch as the Objects of it are the Mem- 
bers of his Body, and the Price of his 
Blood, and the Motive to it is Adoration 
and Gratitude, Homage and Love. He 
who pleaſed his Father by perfect Obedi- 
ence which flowed from the Principle of 
Love, muſt needs be himſelf pleaſed with 
that Love which is the fulfilling of the 
Law. It cannot but be grateful to the 
great Pattern and Example of Benevolence 
to ſee this imitated in ſo becoming a Man- 
ner, and done as a Tribute of Acknowledg- 
ment to himſelf, and offered as a Sacrifice 
to his Honour. Hence it is that he will 
openly acknowledge, and publickly reward 
it in the Day of Judgment, placing bene- 
volent and charitable Chriſtians at his Right 


2 Oor. viii, 9. 


Hand, 
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Hand, and ſaying to them, Come ye bleſſed 
of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 


c 


c 


for ou 9. d. I ſaw the Compaſſion you had 


or my Servants in their Neceflities and 
Diſtreſs, and with what Readineſs you re- 


© lieved them ; many were their Trials, and 
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ſome of them heavy and hard to ſupport, 
they were Hungry and Thirſty, and Na- 
ked and Sick, and you fed, refreſh'd and 
ſuccour'd them; their preſſing Wants 
were ſupplied by your Liberality, and 
their ſorrowful Hearts comforted by your 
Aſſiſtance and Advices, ſome you pro- 
tected from Injuries, and others you faved 
from Ruin, and made the Burdens of 
many, as eaſy to them as you could ; and 
this you did in Honour to the Image of 
God in them, and out of Regard to them 
as my Servants ; this you did in Obedience 
to my Command and in Honour to my 
Death, not to be ſeen of Men but accepted 
of God ; not ſeldom, but habitually, often 


© ſecretly, and when you did it openly'it was 


not vain-gloriouſly, but humbly and for 
Example to others; and now will T openly 
acknowledge, and publickly reward thoſe 
Services of Love and Duty ; you ſhall now 
reap the Benefit of what you did for my 
Sake, and find thoſe Words of Promiſe 
made good, upon the truth of which you 
firmly relied, It was faid by Divine In- 

D. 2 © ſpiration, 
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* ſpiration, He that hath Pity upon the Poor 

© lendeth to the Lord, and that which he hath 
given will he pay him again . That th 

© cannot recompenſe thee, but thou ſhalt be 

* recompenſed at the Reſurrection of the 

* Juſt +. That what a Man ſoweth, that 

* ſhall he alſo reap i: That he that water- 
© eth ſhall be watered himſelf ||. And that 
© God is not unrighteous to forget your work 
and labour of Love, which you have ſhewed 
© toward bis Name, in that ye have miniſtred 
© fo the Samts **, And that every ſuch 
* Geft is a Fruit which will abound to your 
Account ++. And this you believed and 
* acted accordingly, and now enter into the 
* Toy of your Lord; accept the Crown of 
* Righteouſneſs which fadeth not away, which 
© as a righteous Judge, I give you in this 
great Day of my publick Appearance to 
* conſummate all Things, and deliver up the 
© Kingdom unto my Father. I faid, Bleſſed 
is the merciful for he ſhall obtain Mercy, 
* and now ſee if I am not as good as my 
* Word; you have now the Honour and 
Felicity I gave you ground to expect, and 
the whole World of Men and Angels, 
* now fee that you have been rich in good 
* Works, have laid up in Store for your- 


Prov. xix. 17. F Luke xiv. 14. 
+ Gal. vi. 7, 8. Prov. xi. 25. 
** Heb. vi. 10. +7 Phil. iv. 17. 
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« ſelves à good Foundation againſt this Time, 
« that ye may lay bold on eternal Life *? 
As I have been careful to obſerve that 
Benevolence and Charity will be honoured 
and rewarded in the Day of Judgment, as 
the Fruit and Evidence of Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and not without Repentance, Love 
and Obedience to him in other Parts and 
Branches of Duty; I hope I ſhall not be 
underſtood, to have ſet this Doctrine higher 
than I am warranted by our Rule; eſpe- 
cially as our Lawgiver and judge hath 
thought fit to ſingle out theſe from all 
the other Fruits of Faith, and been pleaſed 
to put this eminent Mark of Diſtinction 
upon them in the Proceſs of that im- 
portant Day. But as the Merit of good 
Works, as generally ſtated by Popiſh Wri- 
ters, is really not only very unſcriptural, 
but extravagant and of moſt dangerous Ten- 
dency, it may perhaps be fit for me to men- 
tion it in this Part of my Diſcourſe, It 
muſt be owned theſe Gentlemen do not all 
ſpeak exactly alike upon this Head, but 
heir famous Cardinal | very confidently 
aſſerts, that our good Works do merit 
Eternal Life, by reaſon of the Work it- 
ſelf, and that the good Work of a righ- 
teous Man is equal, and bears a proportion 


* 1 Tim. vi. 18, 19. 


T Bellar. de Juſt, lib. v. cap. 17. 
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to Eternal Life. And their famous Coun- 
cil ſays * that good Works are the me- 


rit of the Man himſelf; and if any one 
ſhall aſſert that they don't truly merit In- 
creaſe of Grace, Eternal Life, and an aug- 
mentation of future Glory, they pronounce 
him accurſed. They vainly my. that 
many of their Saints do more than God 
requires of them, and have a good deal 
of ſpare and overplus Merit for uſeful Oc- 
caſions; and are really ſuch ſtrange People, 
that ſhould I mention ſome of their Saints, 
and the trifling and ridiculous Actions to 
which they aſcribe Merit, and which goes 
to the Stock for enriching the Church, and 
helping out lame and defective Chriſtians, 
it would be likely to make you ſmile or 
bluſh, neither of which becomes the Gra- 
vity or Dignity of this Aſſembly or Occa- 
ſion, and therefore I forbear. 


I muſt defire you as the Application of 
this Sermon, 

To conſider the Excellency of your Reli- 
gion, on Account of that Benevolence and 
Charity which are ſo great a Part of it. 

You will likewiſe be ſo juſt as to declare 
the Unreaſonableneſs of Infidelity, upon this 
Ground, v:2. that Chriſtianity is defective 
in recommending and inforcing Humanity, 


® Coun. Trent, Sect. vi. cap. 32. 


Bene- 
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Benevolence and the Love of one another: 
After what has been obſerved above, I ſhall 
obtain your Pardon if I call this a Calum- 
ny, and declare it an invidious Charge not 
capable of Proof. | 

You will alſo be ſo good as to remember 
that you are obliged to obviate, and anſwer 
this and every other Charge and Objection 
againſt your Religion, by your Converſation 
and Behaviour, py 

But inſtead of enlarging upon theſe 
Heads, I beg leave on the preſent Occa- 
ſion, to plead with you on Behalf of the 

Widows and Orphans of Proteſtant Difſent- 
ing Miniſters, and to do honour to thoſe 
worthy Perſons, who have taken their 
truly compaſſionable Caſe to Heart. When 
you, Gentlemen, ſet out in this Undertaking, 
ſome were apprehenſive it would have been 
a prejudice to the annual Collections for the 
Country Miniſters, which to be ſure is of 

4 the greateſt Importance to our Intereſt, and 

ought to be firſt in our Conſideration ; but 

; you have happily diſappointed this Fear, 

| and convinced us that you deſign not to di- 

vert that Stream into another Channel, but 

8 to open a freſh one for the Relief of their 

8 neceſſitous Widows and Children; thus do- 

E 


— 


ing, you remove from theſe good Mens 
Shoulders one of their heavieſt Burdens, 
and eaſe their Hearts in ſome good Mea- I 
| ſure, of a Care that uſed to pierce them 
- thro 
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thro' the whole of Life. It gives me, I 
own, a real and a lively Joy, when I think 
of the new Pleaſure my poor Brethren re- 
ceive, and the Comfort and Spirit it gives 
them, to be told of a viſible Fountain late- 
ly opened by Providence, for the Support 
of their deſtitute Families, when they are 
dead and gone. I can hardly think of any 
thing more likely to animate them in their 
Work while they live, or abate the Pain of 
parting when they come to die. God who 
put it into your Hearts, to ſuccour and 
comfort theſe worthy Men and their di- 
ſtreſſed Families, ſucceed and reward 22 
generous and pious Undertaking ! 

Loud Complaints are made amongſt us 
of the Wickedneſs of the preſent Age, and 
I am afraid not withont Reaſon ; but I ob- 
ſerve one very good Symptom upon us, on 
which I cannot but congratulate you, that 
1s, a great Diſpoſition to Charity and Mer- 
cy; your Defign has already felt the good 
Effects of this, and I hope will farther feel 
it in the preſent Collection, and abroad in 
the World: Give me leave to intreat this 
Audience to put on Bowels of Mercy up- 
on this Occafion, to appear liberal Souls, 
who deviſe liberal T hings, and not to give 
ſparingly or grudgingly, foraſmuch as God 
loveth a chearful Giver. The Objectꝭ of 
this Charity are truly neceſſitous and de- 

ſerving; 
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| ſerving; the good Effects of it are very ap- 
parent and conſiderable ; and the Manage- 
ment and Diſtribution of it is faithful, pru- 
dent and impartial ; this J ſay with great 
Pleaſure, becauſe the more Impartial, the 
the more Honourable, the more Unexcep- 
tionable, and the more likely to take in 
not a Part of our Intereſt only, but the 


whole of it, and make it the common 


Cauſe of Miniſters and People, nay a De- 
ſign fit to be incouraged by any charitably 
diſpoſed Perſons, though they might differ 
with us in ſome Matters of Opinion. 

But, though I am very deſirous to repre- 
ſent this Charity with Advantage and .Suc- 
ceſs, yet I am very loth ſo much as to 
ſeem to diſtruſt your Generoſity by faying 
too much; give me leave to direct your 
Thoughts for a Moment, to the Condition 
of a mourntul Widow, who after her E Zyes 
are ſore with weeping over her dead Huſ- 
band, is forced to caſt them upon his help- 
leſs Offspring, and then lift them up to 
Heaven for Direction and Relief: Imagine 
that there are, as there certainly are many 
fuch, and theſe the Widows of faithful 
Miniſters, the Poverty of whoſe Families, 
happened only from * conſcientious Ad- 
herence, to what they thought the Cauſe 
of Truth and Liberty; think only that 
what you now give will ſoften the Adver- 

E ſity 
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* of theſe diſtreſſed People, and heal the 

Anguiſh of their almoſt broken Hearts; and 
if I ſpeak, as I believe I do, to pious and 
benevolent Perſons of ſoft and tender 
Minds, and eſpecially if God has raiſed 
many of you out of a former Adverſity in- 


to a preſent Proſperity, I am perſuaded, I 


may ſafely leave the Succeſs of this Collec- 
tion in your Hands. 

And now, to conclude, how happy 
ſhould I think myſelf, and how great a 
Service ſhould I do to you, Sirs, as well as, 
to this and every other good Defign, if I 
could leave ſuch an Impreſſion on your 
Minds of the final Judgment as would 
never wear off. The firm Belief and con- 
{tant Expectation of this Event would 
have glorious Effects, as to the Love and 
Practice of Piety, Righteouſneſs and Cha- 
rity in all their Parts and Branches; and 
lead us into Views both as to this World 
and the next, very different from thoſe 
which govern the Generality of our Fel- 
low-Creatures. How far I ſhall ſucceed in 
this Attempt I know not, but true it is, 
That there will 4 mighty Angel appear 
cloathed with a Cloud, and a Rainbow upon 
his Head; who will ſtand upon the Earth 
and upon the Sea, hift up his Hand to 
Heaven ; and fiear him that liveth for 
ever and ever, that there ſhall be Time no 

longer. 
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longer *, And the Funeral of Univerſal 
Nature, being thus ſolemnly proclaimed, 
The Lord Feſus fhall be revealed from Hea- 
ven with his mighty Angels, m ee 
Fire +. For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend 
from Heaven with a Shout, with the Voice 
of the Archangel, and with the Trump 0 
God t : In which Day of the Lord, t 
Heavens ſhall paſs away with a mighty 
Noiſe, and the Element ſhall melt with fer- 
vent Heat, the Earth alſo and the Works 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up ||. And 
when this laſt aſtoniſhing Scene opens, 
Nature breathes its laſt, and a ſurprizing 
Variety of prodigious Events brings on the 
final Conſummation, whoſe Heart will be 
firm, who will behold and meet the Judge, 
expect his impartial Sentence, and ſtand 
upon the Ruins of a diſſolving World with- 
out Amazement, but the Penitent and 
Faithful, the Diligent and Humble, the 
Juſt and Merciful ? Seeing then that all 
theſe Things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner 
of Perſons ought 125 to be in all Holy Con- 


verſation and Godlineſ &. 
* Rev. x. 1—6. + 2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. 
1 1 Thefl. iv. 16. 2 Pet. iii. 10. 
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AGE 10, I. 25, for Honours, r. Honaur; p. 11, 1. 19. 
for promiſed, r. premiſed; p. 15, I. 16, for theſe, r. 
theſe ; I. 17, for it is, r. isit; p. 16, 1. 8, for It is, r. Is it. 


